








Bill Chesser, Editor Emeritus

Newsletter

e Academy of General Dentistry had a humble beginning, in February,
1952. Dr. addeus Weclew, along with several colleagues, met in Chicago to
create the rst charter of our esteemed organization. ese far-sighted pioneer
were concerned that general dentists needed continuing education in order
to maintain timely knowledge of up-to-the-minute advancements in our
profession. Our patients deserved only the best!

e AGD has advanced to become the largest association solely devoted
to general dentists in the United States and Canada, with over 37,000 active
members.

AGD is committed to providing its members with the latest clinical
techniques and dental treatments for enhanced patient care.

As the organization grew, it evolved into adding advocacy for bene tting
the members. Groups of AGD members now journey to Capital Hill in
Washington, D.C. on a regular basis to meet with legislators on matters whic
concern our profession.

Eventually, the Fellowship and Mastership Awards were introduced to
reward those members who excelled in their pursuit of CE. Be aware that, in
early days, CE was not as readily available as it is today. One often had to tr
far and wide to nd required courses for FAGD and MAGD—not to mention
required hours for maintaining licensure.

Initially, there was no required Fellowship Exam; one had only to satisfy
the required number of hours in speci ed categories. When the exam was pL
in place, it was given only in certain cities, which demanded that one travel
sometimes long distances to be tested.

Now, CE is available online and at innumerable meetings and conventions

e Fellowship Exam can also be taken at testing centers online.

We have come a long way from those initial 1952 meetings held by Dr.
Weclew and his friends in Chicago. You can be proud of our organization!
Today, over 70 years later, AGD is still looking out for general dentists, and
your continued support is an important link in the growth of our profession.

| made my last address to the Board as Editor in
February. It must have been funny! Wife Chris
is laughing.



PREVENTING PAIN AND
ALLEVIATING SUFFERING

Since 1985, Remote Area Medical (RAM) has provided
free healthcare services to those in need through the
operation of pop-up clinics around the country. RAM’s
free clinics deliver free, quality services to underserved
and uninsured individuals who do not have access to
or cannot afford a doctor. Today, more than 977,000
individuals have received this free care.

Dr. Kuntal Pandit, AGD VP, and Dr Harrell Bullard,
AGD President participated in a two day RAM mini
clinic in Montgomery on March 1 and 2. The Ram
volunteers were excellent in helping schedule, register,
triage, and sterilize instruments at this two day clinic.
Everything they provided and did was at a high standard.
We did exams, restorative dentistry, and preventive.
Several area assistants, several hygienists, and some pre
dental students participated.
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Remote Area Medical (RAM)®
provides free, quality healthcare
to those in need:

SERVICES AVAILABLE:

DENTAL
Cleanings, Fillings,
Extractions, X-rays

VISION CARE

Complete Eye Exams, Eye Health
Evaluations, Prescription Glasses
Made on Site

MEDICAL CARE
Physical Exams, RX
Consultations, Women's Health,
General Exams, & More!

Multiplex at Cramtom Bowl
E° 110 Hall Street
**  Montgomery, AL 36104

FOR MORE INFORMATION: RAMUSA.ORG | 865.579.1530
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Dr. Kuntal Pandir (vice president of ALAGD) and Dr. Harrell Bullard
(President of ALAGD) volunteers for the mimi Remote Area
Medical event in Montgomery, AL.
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DANIEL J. BUKSA, JD, CAE, NAMED
AGD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

April 7, 2025

The Academy of General Dentistry (AGD) named Daniel J. Buksa,

JD, CAE, as its new executive director. Buksa, who has served as interim
executive director since October 2024, officially stepped into the role this
month. He possesses a deep understanding of the needs of AGD members
and general dentists, having served AGD for more than 25 years.

“We are thrilled to offer Dan the role as the new executive director of the
Academy of General Dentistry,” said Chethan Chetty, DDS, MAGD, AGD
President. “Dan’s deep knowledge of AGD, combined with his extensive
leadership experience, uniquely positions him to guide our organization as we
continue to evolve and adapt to the needs of our members. His commitment
to our mission and his proven track record in public affairs and strategic
leadership will undoubtedly drive AGD to new heights, ensuring that we
provide support to all general dentists.”

As executive director, Buksa will oversee the strategic, operational,
financial, and governance aspects of AGD. His vision and leadership will

guide the organization and important initiatives to enhance how dentists
engage with the AGD and its high-quality programs, services, and benefits.

“I am humbled and honored by the AGD Board’s confidence in my
leadership,” said Buksa. “I look forward to working alongside the AGD team
to advance the mission and vision of the Academy, supporting our members
and, in turn, enhancing the care they provide to their patients.”

Buksa’s long history with AGD includes multiple key roles. His experience
as associate executive director of public affairs since 2006 has been
instrumental in shaping AGD’s policies and public presence. He joined the
organization as advocacy manager in 1997 and later served as the director of
general dentistry representation until 20006.

Buksa earned his JD from Valparaiso University in 1993 and served in the
U.S. Army from 1984 to 1988. He is a certified association executive (CAE)
from the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE).

Outside of his work with AGD, Buksa is an elected trustee on the board of
the Catholic Order of Foresters, a midsize fraternal life insurance company.
He is also active in the American Legion, where he currently serves as post
judge advocate and has previously held the position of commander.

Buksa and his wife are parents to five children.
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ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY URGES
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN

SERVICES TO CONTINUE SUPPORT FOR
COMMUNITY WATER FLUORIDATION

The Academy of General Dentistry (AGD) expresses
disappointment with the recent decision by U.S.
Secretary of Health Robert F. Kennedy to direct the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
to halt its reccommendation of including fluoride in
community water supplies. The organization says
this recommendation overlooks a long-standing
body of established scientific research that continues
to underscore the public health benefits of water
fluoridation. This decision also disregards dental and
health organizations’ overwhelming support of water
fluoridation and the role it plays in improving public
health for children and adults.

“The decision to add fluoride to community
water supplies has been the foundation of public
health policy for decades,” said Chethan Chetty,

DDS, MAGD, president of the Academy of General
Dentistry. “During this time, CDC has backed fluoride
as one of the most effective methods for preventing
tooth decay, particularly in underserved communities.
As gatekeepers to oral health, general dentists continue
to witness the benefits of water fluoridation in reducing
cavities, particularly in children.

While opponents of fluoride often cite studies such
as those conducted by the National Toxicology Program
(NTP), it is critical to point out that the research
referenced was conducted overseas, where fluoride
exposure levels far exceed the safe, recommended
concentration of 0.7 mg/L used in U.S. community
water supplies. The authors of the NTP report
specifically state, “It is important to note that there
were insufficient data to determine if the low fluoride
level of 0.7mg/L currently recommended for U.S.
community water supplies has a negative effect on
children’s IQ.” This clarification underscores that the
concerns raised by the study are not applicable to the

levels of fluoride found in U.S. tap water.

In addition to the NTP study, research from
cities like Juneau, Alaska, and Calgary, Canada,
which recently discontinued community water
fluoridation, further supports the need for careful
consideration by public health leadership. Studies
have shown a marked increase in dental caries (tooth
decay) in both communities following the cessation
of fluoridation. The Juneau study, published in the
Journal of the American Dental Association, found
that caries rates increased significantly after the
end of water fluoridation. Similarly, research from
Calgary demonstrated a troubling rise in tooth decay
rates in children following the city’s decision to stop
fluoridating water. Calgary just reinstated fluoride in
their water in response to increased dental issues. These
studies clearly illustrate the role of water fluoridation in
preventing dental decay and protecting oral health.

“As a dentist and advocate for oral health, I have seen
firsthand how fluoride reduces the risk of dental decay,”
said Chetty. “Discontinuing the recommendation for
water fluoridation risks undoing decades of progress
in preventing dental disease. I strongly urge Secretary
Kennedy and the CDC to uphold their commitment
to a scientific evidence-based decision and continue
recommending community water fluoridation to
protect the health of all Americans.”

The AGD remains committed to supporting
scientific evidence demonstrating water fluoridation’s
safety and effectiveness. The organization urged
Secretary Kennedy and the CDC to base their policies
on rigorous, peer-reviewed research and prioritize the
oral health and well-being of all Americans.

For more information on AGD’s position on water
fluoridation, please visit our website at www.agd.org.
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THE ALABAMA ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY WOULD LIKE TO
GIVE SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2025 CORPORATE SPONSORS:

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS
PRACTICEPROTECTION
INSURANCE
TIME TRAVELER BACKUPS

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS
Aligned Tek
Premier Dental
Smile Source
Zoll-Dental




