








e AGD Annual Meeting and House of Delegates
convened in Chicago, November 21, 2024, at the
McCormick Place Convention Center. is is one of the
largest venues of its kind in North America. Here, you will
nd four interconnected buildings, and AGD has gathered
its House of Delegates in this location for several years.

| have attended the HOD for decades, representing
our state as Editor of e Composite. | can honestly
report, from personal experience, that the 2024 HOD set
a record as the shortest session in my memory! We were
o cially nished by 11 am Sunday morning, the 24th. AGD President Dr. Merlin Ohmer presides over the opening session of the |

Basically, there were no controversial resolutions
this year. Most of what came up was merely SOD Student Chapter President. (For the third year, a
“housekeeping” material, ridding ourselves of outdatestudent has been selected as an Alternate Delegate for
rules, reports, etc. First business at hand was, of meeting. We are proud of our young colleagues.)
course, the election of new o cers. As no o ces were  For me, some of the most interesting moments
contested, all were duly elected. of this gathering occurred during the Town Hall

Constituent Awards were given out at this session. Meeting. A presentation was made by Tecker
Alabama AGD racked up in our category. We receivethternational LLC, a company hired to restructure our
awards for Continuing Education, Membership, Governance, a change that's been considered by AGD
Advocacy, the ACE award for our newsletter, and— for several years.
Sound the Trumpets—the coveted Constituent of the In the past, a volunteer in-house task force had
Year! Congratulations to our hard-working team! been created to make recommendations to change

Alabama AGD delegates this year were Dr. Melodie Governance. eir ideas were not accepted; thus,
Jones, Dr. Harrell Bullard, and Dr. Bill Chesser. Alternatdecker was hired. e resulting report from them
Delegates were Dr. Gary Myers and Alex Boulay, our stated that we have 101 constituent representatives,

- called o cially “ e Leadership Assembly”, rather that

the HOD. is “Assembly” would then report to the
HOD Trustees, (which is the governing body).

WAIT A MINUTE! AGD has always had the HOD
as the governing body for our organization. Immediately,
the legal consultants present con rmed this fact. is
“suggestion” by Tecker was just a re-naming of what is
already in place! At this point, Tecker was pretty much
history! But they got paid ($) anyway...

So we are back to Square One. Our national
President, Dr. Merlin Ohmer, suggested that we
need to develop a strategic plan, hiring yet another
company for help.

As for this Editor from Alabama, | am just thankful
that our state AGD enabled me to attend this meeting,
since this is likely my last opportunity to do so. We are

. . o %II so proud of the many awards showered on our state
Opening session of the House of Delegates always begins with the

presenting of the U.S Flag and the Canada Flag. Also singing of bgifanization at this meeting, and | was there to see it!
National Anthems Congratulations, Alabama AGD!
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Mr. Dan Buska vists the Caucus. Dan is the
interim Executive Director of AGD. Dan has
been on the AGD staff for many years and
would make an excellent choice for E.D. Dan is
also a lawyer.

Alabama delegates at our Region 9 Caucus L-R
Gary Myers, Harrell Bullard, Melodie Jones, and Wendy Holder

Displaying our awards: Alex Boulay, Dr.
Harrell Bullard, Dr. Wendy Holder, Dr. Gary
Myers, Dr. Melodie Jones and Dr. Bill Chesser.
We received awards for Advocacy, Membership,

Continuing Education, The ACE (newsletter)
and Constituent of the Year!!

AGD President Dr. Merlin Obmer visits caucus meeting. Dr. Jeff Gardner, Leading our Catucus at the meeting Bill Burn (center) Trustee, right is Jeff Gardner,
left, Regional Director, and right, Kenneth Gilbert, delegate from Georgia. Regional Director: Left is Lisa Gushin the 2025 Region Director from North Carolina
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Bl MEET OUR NEW
PRESIDENT: DR. R.
HARRELL BULLARD
DMD, MAGD

Dr. Bullard is from a dental family
on his mother’s side — all from North
Carolinia. His grandfather graduated
from Atlanta Southern Dental School
in 1916. His Uncle, Dr. James Harrell,
was an AGD national president and
got Harrell involved in the AGD as a
dental student. Two of Dr. Bullard’s =
first cousins, Jim and Gavin Harrell are -
North Carolina dentists.

Dr. Bullard has been practicing

general dentistry in Montgomery,

Alabama since 1987, focusing on adult restorative dentistry. He is a member
of the Alabama Dental Association, the American Dental Association, the
Academy of General Dentistry, the River Region Seattle Study Club, and the

International Congress of Oral Implantologists.

ACADEMY After graduating from St. James High School in Montgomery, Alabama,
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outhern College where he graduated with cum laude an onors in

DENTISTRY 1983. After Birmingham Southern he enrolled in the University of Alabama

INSTALLS School of Dentistry where he graduated with honors and obtained his DMD

CALI FORN 1A status in 1987. Dr. Bullard has also received the status of Master Academy of

DENTIST AS General Dentistry with a LLSR, Fellow Academy of Dentistry International

PRESIDENT and Fellow International Congress of Oral Implantologists.

The Academy of General Dr Bullard is an Eagle Scout and has enjoyed volunteering with the
Dentistry (AGD) installed Boy Scouts of America in
Chethan Chetty, DDS, several capacities over the years

MAGD, a general dentist including several years service as
b

practicing in Los Angeles a Commissioner. He is an active
bl

member of Frazer Methodist

Church and has gone on three

Amazon Health Care Mission trips

California, as its new
president during its annual
meeting in Chicago on
November 24, 2024. In 2022, to provide care to those in need. In
Br Chior s @l ACTDR addition to his trips to the Amazon,

vice president, securing his he has also been to Ecuador and

ascent to becoming AGD’s

president, a role he will serve
until November 2025. Dr. In his free time, Dr. Bullard enjoys

Haiti three times. His most recent
trips were to Bolivia and Panama.

spending time with his wife, Kim,
whom he married in 1992, and
their two daughters.

Chetty is a second-generation
dentist with many years of

service in organized dentistry

and the AGD.

Dr. Bullard and wife Kim
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SPECIAL MOMENTS OF

Dr. Gary Myers receives
the Distinguised
Alumnus Awrd from
Dean Nico Guers

Dr. Nathan Smith receives The
Fellowship Award from AGD President
issue. Dr. Merlin Obhmer

Yours truly working on the last

Dr. Gordon Isbell addresses Congress
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ON THE COVER

On this cover of The AGD Composite is a
photo of the newly renovated Bryce Hospital
in Tuscaloosa. Bryce Hospital opened in 1861,
making it Alabama’s oldest and largest inpatient
psychiatric facility. It was originally called
“Alabama State Hospital for the Insane.”

Plans for this institution were begun in
1852. Dorothea Dix was credited as being the
driving force behind construction. Ms. Dix had
travelled throughout the South, championing
moral treatment for the mentally ill. Building
began in 1853, directed by Samuel Sloan,
architect.

The work was completed in 1859, and
opened to patients in 1861. The hospital was
later renamed for Dr. Peter Bryce, the first
Superintendent. Bryce was only 27 years old
at the time, a psychiatric pioneer from South
Carolina.

Many of you Alabama graduates of the UA
School of Dentistry will recall spending an
entire week during your Junior and Senior years
serving patients at Bryce Hospital. I certainly
do! Living in the facility was unforgettable!

The gigantic building is now being
completely renovated, and certain parts of it
are already being used as a welcome center for
entering University of Alabama students, as
well as museum spaces and event venues. There
are plans for other parts of this facility to be
used for the Performing Arts. It has now been
renamed “The Catherine and Pettus Randall
Welcome Center.”
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THE ALABAMA ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY WOULD LIKE TO
GIVE SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2024 CORPORATE SPONSORS:

BIOHORIZONS
CARECREDIT
TIME TRAVELER BACKUPS

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS
Air Techniques
Alysyn
Blackburn Dental Lab
Garfield Refining Company
Keep IT Simple
ProAssurance
Sprint




