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Editor’s Notes

Bill Chesser, DMD, MAGD

75 YEARS STRONG!

The UAB School of Dentistry Alumni Meeting is always held
on the first weekend in February. Each year it gets better! The 2024
meeting hosted a record number of registered dentists, providing
plenty of CE, opportunities for visiting with old friends, and exhibitor participation.

This was our first SOD Alumni meeting since Dr. Nicholas Geurs was appointed
Interim Dean. Dr. Geurs has, since 2011, served as Chair of our Department of
Periodontology.

The Alabama AGD Executive Director, Dr. Gary Myers, was honored with the
award of Distinguished Alumnus at this meeting. Gary is a 1975 graduate of the
SOD, and—as we all know—has been an extremely hard worker, not only for our
school, but also for our profession, both locally and nationally.

The University of Alabama School of Dentistry, (which was the original name,
before UAB), was established 75 years ago, in 1948. Most of the (all-male) students in
that first class were WW II veterans.

We've come a long way since those days. In the ’60’s, the classes began to accept
a token number of women. For several years, only one female graced the rosters in a
class. Now, close to 51% of each year’s total is female! We also have a fair number of
out-of-state and international students.

Of major importance is the participation of each of us graduates in support, both
financial and political, of our SOD.

Your Editor was privileged to serve as Alumni President in 2000. Dr. Mary Lynne
Capiluto was our SOD Dean at that time. Dr. Capiluto is an alumnus of our school,
and is an outstanding leader. 2000 was also the year that Dr. Charles McCallum was
made Dean Emeritus, an honor bestowed upon him at the Alumni meeting.

Our AIAGD Board Meeting is always held at the end of this SOD Alumni
meeting. New Officers are installed, and this year Dr. Wendy Holder assumes the
mantle of President. Dr. Harrell Bullard is President-Elect, Dr. Melody Jones is Vice
President, and Dr. Mike Robinson is now Immediate Past-President. Yours truly has
been reelected as Alabama Composite Editor for the 34th year. I am looking forward
to it!

Mark your 2025 calendars now for our next UAB SOD Alumni meeting, the first
weekend of February. The School needs our support, and you are guaranteed a good

time!
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Wendy Holder, DMD, MAGD

Why dentistry? I'm asked this question sometimes.
The answer is easy. In what other profession would you
get the opportunity and privilege to create smiles? Our
profession is not an easy one. In some cases the object
of real phobias, dentistry brings us into our patient’s
lives in a real and significant way. Seeing the joy in a
patient’s eyes when she feels comfortable with her smile
for the very first time, watching the toddler we first
examined while he was held by a parent or welcoming
that college student back into the chair one last time
before they relocate for that new job — these are the
moments that embody our profession.

These are also the moments that drive us to staying
current on new techniques and best practices. The
AGD is critical to our profession. Where else can we
network with and learn from others? How else can we
share success and worries with people who understand?
Over the years, our profession has faced challenge after
challenge — given the intimate and close proximity of
our work we have had to quickly evolve and shift to
keep our patients safe. We did this through the HIV
crisis and again through COVID. The AGD is part of
that evolution.

The AGD dedicates time and resources to support
you, the individual dentist. We know the real daily
obstacles you face because we face them too. We are
constantly looking for ways to enhance our profession
and your individual experience. As a group we provide
answers and solutions to new graduates and our
tenured colleagues. And we rely on our members to be
a part of that infrastructure.

As I begin my first year as president, I see colleagues
facing burnout and mental fatigue. I recognize that a
key focus must be the wellness and mental health of
our membership. You will see that focus underlying

our publications and our gatherings.
That is deliberate. As a group of
perfectionists who dedicate our

lives to helping others, it is time to look inward and
heal ourselves. Every positive mindful action you
take is an investment in yourself. You would invest
in a new tool or new chair for your practice if it

made you a better and more effective dentist. Sadly,
we do not always see the logic in self-maintenance
through wellness to make us better and more effective
individuals. I invite you to join me on this journey
to better mental wellbeing and overall wellness this
year.

[ also recognize that with the shifts in the way the
world communicates and networks, our membership
and participation have declined. I think back to
the many ways this organization has served me
throughout my career. I recognize that it is my turn
to give back and part of that is to help others see
the value in AGD participation. We must get in
front of the dental school classes to demonstrate the
value of their time in AGD. When we broaden our
membership pool we benefit from the vast diversity
of ideas, techniques and experiences. We are all
ambassadors to our organization. Share the value
of AGD with those in your network who are not
members. Bring them to a meeting, invite them to
a webinar and help them see that an investment in
AGD is an investment in their success.

I am excited to lead this group into 2024. Not
only do we have a great education experience coming
in September but our leadership team is exploring
ALAGD virtual classes and expanding CE into our
local districts as a grassroots effort. Come and get

involved with ALAGD.
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INTRODUCING OUR 2024
ALAGD PRESIDENT

Dr. Wendy Holder was inducted as President of
ALAGD at the February Board meeting. Dr. Holder
is no stranger to us, as she has been directing our
Master Track Program since 2021.

Our new President has been in solo practice in
Alexander City since 1987. Her undergraduate studies
were completed at Emory University, while she earned
her DMD degree at UAB School of Dentistry.

Dr. Holder finds time to be active in the ADA
and AGD. She has served as President of the Ninth
District Dental Society, and is Co-Chair of the
Alabama Dental Lifeline Network.

Wendy has worked in the Alexander City Veterans’
Home since 1991. Here, she uses her skills to help the
elderly in this community to maintain their dental
health. She has also volunteered for dental mission
trips in Brazil, Guatemala, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Peru,
and Jamaica.

Other trips she has taken on an international
dental team include China, Cuba, and Tanzania.

Dr. Holder received her MAGD in 2018, with the
cooperation of the Georgia and Tennessee Master
Track Programs. She then volunteered to start a
Master Track program for ALAGD in 2021.

It is hard to imagine that Wendy has any time for
hobbies! But, yes, she does! Reading, Painting, Glass
Fusion, Woodworking, and Gardening fill some of
her free time. And in other spare time, she enjoys
Spelunking, as well as Diving with her husband and son.

There are many facets to Wendy Holder’s life,
and we are indeed fortunate to have her as our 2024

ALAGD President!
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DR. GARY MYERS —
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS
OF UAB SOD ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION

We are proud to announce that the Executive
Director of ALAGD, Dr. Gary Myers, has been named
the Distinguished Alumnus at the February, 2024,
UAB SOD Alumni meeting. Presenting the Award
was Dr. Nico Geurs, Interim Dean for UAB SOD.

Gary spent several years in private industry before
moving to Alabama. A UAB Faculty member talked
him into applying to the DMD program here, and the
rest is history! After graduation in 1975, he opened a
solo practice in General Dentistry in Forestdale, AL,
where he practiced for 30 years before retiring.

Gary has served as President of the ALAGD,

SOD Alumni Association, and the Alabama Dental
Association. He has held numerous Council and
Committee positions nationally in AGD, including
Chair of the Real Estate Task Force (which purchased
the AGD Building in Chicago, under his leadership).
He is also an Examiner for ADEX Exam Boards.
Congratulations, Gary!




Dothan resident Nancy Hein Covert, DMD, was named the clinical
director at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) School of

Dentistry in Dothan.

According to a UAB press release, Covert has over 40 years of experience

in private practice dentistry.

“We know the state of Alabama is facing a rural dentistry shortage, and
one of our goals through this clinic is to help alleviate some of the gaps in
care caused by a lack of access,” Covert said in the release. “We hope our
students will see how fulfilling it is to provide oral health care in a rural
community and that, in turn, our clinic can become a central place for folks

to seek out quality, dependable care.”

The School of Dentistry will be in the Health Center South Medical
Tower. It will be an eight-chair clinic that can see over 10,000 patients a

year.

The Dothan Clinic will be staffed by UAB dentistry faculty and dental

residents and will be a place for pre-doctoral students to train.

This is the best time to practice dentistry, in my
humble opinion! I think most of you will agree
with me. When I graduated from dental school
in 1992, I had not envisioned what my dental
practice would look like on a day-to-day basis. But
I learned.

Then came the COVID pandemic. Everything
changed for a time. But now, the pandemic is
finally behind us. We find ourselves busier than
ever.

We have chosen the best profession for sure. Let
us enjoy every day at our dental offices by making
stronger bonds with our patients, while taking
care of our hard-working dental staff members like
family.

Let us embrace new frontiers in dentistry,
like Botox, Derma fillers, skin tightening, 3-D
Printing, CAD CAM bridges and crowns, Sleep
Apnea appliances, etc.

I urge all AGD members to become active,
attending our local and national meetings. If you
are not a member, then become one! Commit
yourself to inspiring others to join, as well.

Join our AGD Master Track Program. You will
be challenged to become the best you can be,
honing your clinical skills in the process.

We always need more volunteers. We need your
support. We covet your ideas. Alabama dentists
must become the best they can be, serving our
patients, our communities, and our state.
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Dr. Mike Robinson congratulated and receives
plague for his excellent year as President

Dr. Bill Ingram installs 2024
officers: Drs. Gary Myers,
Executive Director; Melody Jones,
Vice President; Wendy Holder,
President; Bill Chesser, Editor;
Mike Robinson, Immediate Past
President. Not pictured: Harrell
Bullard, President-Elect.
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PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS

President Wendy Holder is well on the way to
securing our speakers for the Emerald Coast Review
of Dentistry, to be held September 5-7, 2024. She has
chosen the theme of WELLNESS. Here are some of the
subjects to be highlighted, with the experts who will be
teaching them.

* OPERATIVE: UPDATE ON DENTAL
MATERIALS, by Dr. John Burgess

* REDUCING STRESS AND RESTORING
YOUR SLEEP, ONE BREATH AT A TIME, by
Dr. Sharon Siegel

* ORAL SURGERY: MASTER TRACK, by
Dr. Ephros Hillel

* FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS, by The Holloway
Group

* INFECTION CONTROL, by Jay Holmes, RDH

* ERGONOMICS, by Dr. Uche Odiatu, a

practicing dentist in Toronto
* IMPLANTS, by Dr. Mark Montana

e SLEEP MEDICINE, by Dr. Bill Harrell and
Dr. Parker Davidson

* CPR, by Scott Herndon

As you can see, there will be a raft of subjects to
choose from at our September meeting. Make your
plans now by registering early, before some of these
classes fill to capacity. Details will soon be available
in the official brochure, which you will receive before

long.

Participants in the 2023 Master Track program
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THE ALABAMA ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY WOULD LIKE TO
GIVE SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2022 CORPORATE SPONSORS:

BIOHORIZONS
CARECREDIT
TIME TRAVELER BACKUPS

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS
Air Techniques
Alysyn
Blackburn Dental Lab
Garfield Refining Company
Keep IT Simple
ProAssurance
Sprint




